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The following newsletter is provided by the 129th Rescue Wing Family Readiness Program.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please send email to family.support@camoff.ang.af.mil   Subject:   Stop Newsletter.
129th Rescue Wing “Operation Ready Families” Program

Moffett Federal Airfield CA 94035

Family Readiness E-Newsletter                                   April 2005

Delayed due to important time-critical announcements 

------   129th Rescue Wing Events   ------
Family Deployment Preparation Workshop Series.  

A six-month informational workshop designed to familiarize family members with the concept of family readiness, promote a sense of contribution to mission readiness, empower families to create or expand their current support network, and to understand military programs and services essential to their lifestyle as a military family is being hosted by the 129th Operation Ready Families Program.  This is open to any interested military family.  The following six-month schedule follows:

March 5, 8:00am – 2:00 pm  


Module #1:  Program Overview, Readiness Handbook, and Resources
April 2, 08:00 am – 12:00 Noon   


Module #2:  ID Card/DEERS, Tricare/Dental
May 14, 8:00 am – 12:00 pm  


Module #3:  Employer Support & Veteran Services
June 4, 8:00 am – 11:30 am  


Module #4:  Emergency Preparedness for Adults & Kids

July 9, 8:00 am -12:00 pm  


Module #5:  Kids & Deployment 

August 6, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm  


Module #6:  Financial Readiness & Military Family Support Groups
Sign-up be emailing family.support@camoff.ang.af.mil or calling (650) 603-9118 and leave name and contact information.  Monthly attendees will be included in Savings Bond Drawing sponsored by USAA and winner notified within that respective month.  A new drawing commences with each month’s class.

------   Local Community Events  ------
April 16:  Sunnyvale - Operation We Care Meetings.  The California National Guard Family Programs Office has begun hosting Military Family Support & Information Meetings in various locations throughout the state.   These meetings are open to all branches of services whose family members are coping with deployment.   If you know of a military family member who would benefit from these meetings, please encourage them to attend or call for location, date & time of nearest meeting location.

When:   
April 16 or Every 3rd Saturday of the month / 10:00 am

Where:   
Sunnyvale Armory, 620 E. Maude Ave, Sunnyvale 94086

Who:    
Judy Shannon (408) 595-9847 

Bay Area Family Assistance Network Coordinator

judy.shannon@ca.ngb.army.mil  

April 16:  Clayton – Luncheon & Fashion Show for Spouses of Deployed.   The Ygnacio Valley Republican Women's Club would like to invite the spouses of deployed women and men to a luncheon and fashion show on Saturday, April 16th, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  There is no cost for the military spouses attending this event.  This is a political organization but this is not a political event.  Fashion show will be from the Dress Barn.  It is the club’s way of saying “thank you” for the tremendous sacrifice that you all make.  It should be a fun day, in a beautiful setting!

Babysitting is available.  

When:   
April 16th,  11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Where:   
Oakhurst Country Club, Clayton CA (Walnut Creek/Concord Area)

Who:    
Terri Curd, Family Assistance Network Coordinator 

(707) 580-3319

MsTCurd@aol.com 

April 29:  Moffett - Neighborhood Watch (NW) Meeting.   Families residing in Moffett Housing are encouraged to call or email the Moffett Housing Neighborhood Watch Captain to add their names to the Neighborhood Watch Group Email.  With summer vacation a couple of months down the road, we can anticipate plenty of youth and teens roaming throughout our open community.  Please consider putting your name on the email list to ensure you get notice of this upcoming meeting.  Captain’s Meeting for Neighborhood Watch will be held

When:   
Friday, April 29th,  6:00 – 7:30pm

Where:   
Building 48 Community Center, Moffett Field

Who:    
CA Wunderlin, NW Captain 

Carolann_wunderlinc@yahoo.com / (650) 938-8656

------   Local Services for Military Families  ------
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Adecco Employment Services Partners With National Guard at Moffett

Last month, Mr. Bob Bomono, Area Director for Silicon Valley of Adecco Employment Services, provided Wing Staff a presentation regarding their nationally recognized program for Military Spouses.  This program is called the Career Accelerator Program and a rollout package of this program is slated for presentation at our upcoming Family Day Picnic in June.   This program recognizes the challenges of military spouses following their service members’ career in every location and with every changing schedule.  Adecco provides employment assistance and job placement for our military spouses for FREE.  You can contact Mr. Bob Bonomo today and he will provide you an appointment with a select staff member to assess your skills and provide direction as needed.  Let him know that you are from the 129th Rescue Wing so that we can monitor our usage of their program.  Personal information will not be relayed to the Family Readiness Program or the Wing.    Flyers and brochures will be available in upcoming months and will be distributed to each Group Orderly Room and the Human Resources Office.  

You can contact Mr. Bob Bonomo at (408) 517-8734 or visit his office at 10055 Miller Avenue, Suite 103, Cupertino, CA 95014.  

If you do not reside in the local area, you are still invited to contact him so that he can locate and speak to his corresponding counterpart at an Adecco Office closet to your vicinity.
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South Bay YMCA’s Provide Complimentary Membership To Families of Deployed

Some South Bay YMCA’s are recognizing the financial impact to Military families when their service member deploys.  Not all families experience financial hardship as a result of deployment, but those that do would benefit from this limited YMCA promotion.  

Our YMCA point of contact for assistance is Mr. Tom Eck, who, upon our recent meeting, expressed a special fondness for families of military service members.  Mr. Eck is the Associate Executive Director of the Palo Alto Family Branch of the Mid-Peninsula YMCA.  He has graciously opted to promote this program but advises that not all YMCA’s are participating.  As such, he has also elected to be a Primary Point of Contact for military families electing to take advantage of this promotion.  Here’s the benefit:

Military families get a FREE Six Month Membership in which use of the YMCA facility is at no cost and  special programs, classes or camps are offered at a discounted price.  No further discount is added as a result of this promotion; however, if financial hardship is significant, Mr. Eck will be happy to work with families for a manageable payment plan.  It is the intent of this promotion to support the well being of the families of our deployed troops.  

This promotion is not restricted to the families of National Guard or Reserves but it also includes families of active duty personnel deployed.    When registering through Mr. Eck you will be asked to provide a copy of deployment orders, Military ID and a letter from your Family Readiness Coordinator whenever possible.  

Once again, your YMCA Point of Contact for this promotion is Mr. Tom Eck at (650) 842-7155.  For further information, you can also call 129th Family Readiness Office at (650) 603-9118.   Another Silicon Valley Y’s who’s participating is the YMCA of Santa Clara.  A list of their offices follows.   
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Central YMCA
1717 The Alameda
San Jose, CA 95126
408 298 1717
central@scvymca.org
East Valley Family YMCA
1975 S. White Road
San Jose, CA 95148
408 715 6500
eastvalley@scvymca.org

Mt. Madonna YMCA
17666 Crest Avenue
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
408 762 6000
mtmadonna@scvymca.org
Northwest YMCA
20803 Alves Drive
Cupertino, CA 95014
408 257 7160
northwest@scvymca.org
Southwest YMCA
13500 Quito Road
Saratoga, CA 95070
408 370 1877
southwest@scvymca.org
South Valley Family YMCA
5632 Santa Teresa Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95123
408 226 9622
southvalley@scvymca.org
YMCA of the Redwoods


 HYPERLINK "http://www.scvymca.org/redwoods/index.html" \t "_parent" Camp Campbell
16275 Highway 9
Boulder Creek, CA 95006
831 338 2128
campcambell@scvymca.org
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NASA  Ames/Moffett Supporting Families of Injured Troops at VA Hospital Palo Alto

By Carolann Alconcher, National Guard Family Readiness Coordinator, Moffett Field, CA

April 11, 2005
Recently, military units from Moffett and Onizuka Air Station have joined forces with NASA agencies to streamline efforts to provide service or program support to the families of injured service members who are hospitalized at VA Hospital Palo Alto.   Affordable lodging helps ease the financial burden incurred by many of these families when they finally arrive VA Palo Alto.  The Navy Lodge and NASA Lodge have designated rooms for these visiting families and coordinate lodging directly with the VA Hospital.

Transportation from Moffett Field to VA Palo Alto is being offered by Air Force NCO’s at neighboring Onizuka Air Station in Sunnyvale.  A volunteer list consisting of several noncommissioned officers will avail themselves to driver duties in support of Shuttle service for these families.  

Military Chaplains from Air Force 21st Space Operations Squadron, 7th Psychological Operations Group Army Reserves and 129th Rescue Wing Air National Guard, are also on deck to support families at Moffett as requested.   

Military Family Readiness Coordinators from both the Reserves and National Guard assigned to the Bay Area, will be a primary source of Information & Referral for visiting families.  

In addition, a team of several community service organizations are forming to assemble Appreciation Totes for families lodging at NASA and Navy Lodge.  Contributing partners for Appreciation Totes are:  

Armed Forces Emergency Services Committee of the Santa Clara/Palo Alto American Red Cross 

Operation Care & Comfort of the Santa Clara Valley American Red Cross

American Legion Post 558 of Los Altos 

Operation MOM from the East Bay 

Bay Area Family Assistance Network 

7th Psychological Operations Group and 

129th Rescue Wing  
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Military Spouse Recognition Event 

Hosted by 129th Family Readiness Program, 

USAA and American Legion Post 558 

Send us an Essay or Poem/Rap or Lyric conveying appreciation for your spouse in support of what your do as our Nation’s Guardian of Freedom.  Your spouse will receive a Special Recognition Certificate from a very Distinguished Wife.  USAA will also provide a coin and American Legion Post will provide a flowers.

Choose any one of the writing themes or submit an original expressing:

1) My Spouse the Warrior 

2) My Spouse is better than your Spouse because…

3) My Spouse deserves a Purple Heart because…

DEADLINE to Submit Essay/Poem/Lyric for Military Spouse Recognition is May 6th!
Married unit members are encouraged to submit an essay to family.support@camoff.ang.af.mil

Also, 

Order your Air Force Spouse Pin Today!  

Married Guard members, be sure to register to have your spouse receive an Air Force Spouse Pin in honor of the event.  Go to www.yourguardiansoffreedom.com.   At your request, your spouse will receive a personalized letter from the Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper, along with the Spouse Pin encased in a distinctive tri-fold cover.  

New Item Military Spouse Medal.  Visit http://www.militarywives.com/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=29&products_id=656 

 





California National Guard Teen Adventure Camp
What:  
3rd Annual CA National Guard Teen Adventure Camp

When:  
June 19-25, 2005

How:  
Applications will be available at the 

“Operation We Care Meeting” 

Sunnyvale Armory

April 16th at 10:00 am
3 ways to get applications:

· Go to http://www.calguard.ca.gov/readyfamilies/TeenCamp/index.htm
·  Call (650) 603-9118 to have them faxed to you 

· Pick up at 129th RQW Family Readiness Office at Building 680 Macon Road, Wing Orderly Room during normal duty hours.

Also Adult Advisors Are Needed:  

30 Adult Counselors

4 Orderly Room Staff (2 Male/2 Female)

5 Supply

#
Public Affairs

#
Multi Media

4 Medics

What Do Adult Volunteer Advisors (AVA’s) Do?

sleep in same barracks as teens; eat in mess hall with them; pay their own expenses; travel with teens to training and event sites.  As an AVA, you can expect to walk 3-4 miles a day.  AGR soldiers are on permissive TDY, if their commander can release them.  If there are changes in the housing, you will be advised.

Contact Senior Volunteers: 

Cheryl Courtwright at (562) 795-2866 or Cheryl.courtwright@ca.ngb.army.mil 

Barbara Draughon at (559) 454-5383 barbara.draughon@cafres.ang.af.mil 



2005 

National Guard Youth Symposium

July 31 – 4 August 2005

Boston, Massachusetts
Interested Guard Members, please ask for application forms by contacting 

Carolann Wunderlin, 

Wing Family Readiness Program Coordinator, 

129th Rescue Wing, California Air National Guard

family.support@camoff.ang.af.mil / (650) 603-9118

Forms:  

· National Guard Family Programs Memo 7 April 2005  

· SUSPENSE:  9 May 2005
(
Youth Representative Parent Guidance

(
Youth Representative Application Form, 8 pages



April a Very Special Month 

for Military Children
By Senator Ben Nelson
April 1, 2005

I was reading an article the other day about kids 

whose Moms or Dads are in the service. The author pointed out that 

when the word "brat" is used to describe someone 

it is not meant as a compliment, 

but when it is preceded by another word 

and becomes "military brat" it becomes a term of endearment.
The writer is correct. Children who grow up in military families

 hold a very special place in the hearts of most Americans. 

They didn't volunteer for service. 

They didn't ask to be where they are. 

When their parents are called away to dangerous places 

not only do they miss them but it adds to worries that 

children should not have. How difficult it must be for kids

 in military families to adjust when Mom or Dad is transferred

 to another state or country and the children must leave

 friends behind and go to another school. 


These children are making a sacrifice just like their parents are doing. It is for this reason that the Secretary of Defense has designated every April as "The Month of the Military Child". We on the Senate Armed Services Committee are also preparing a resolution to have Congress make the same declaration to recognize and honor the contributions that children in military families make to our country.

Military bases around the world, including Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, set up special activities that include parades and games just for kids. These are times when adults, military and civilian alike, honor the sacrifices of military children.

Making a sacrifice is never easy but it is important for these kids to understand that their experiences connect them with other generations of military children who also made sacrifices so their parents could fulfill their duty to serve in our armed forces. America would not have been founded and achieved its status as the greatest country in the world without the military and the brave and generous service of the troops who fought for freedom and the families they left behind. Sacrifice for country is a time honored and respected tradition in America, especially in these difficult times.

I hope these children understand that what they are going through will make them become a stronger and better person. They will gain a special understanding of patriotism and loyalty that only someone in a military family can fully appreciate. That is why so many children in military families follow in the footsteps of their parents. They come to understand that the military is more than just a job. It is a way of life. 

Speaking as Nebraska's United States Senator I want to assure every child in a military family that their country is just as proud of them as it is of their parents who volunteered to defend this country and are being called to duty in dangerous areas around the world.

I hope Congress will recognize the sacrifices made by military families by designating April as the Month of the Military Child. For more information on this effort please visit "Kids Serve Too" on the Internet at www.ks2.org 

During the month of April I hope when we take a moment to remember U.S. troops in our thoughts and prayers that we also think of their children for they are also serving their country. 
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The goal of Operation Purple summer camps is to give military children tools to help deal with the stresses that result from a parent’s deployment.  These free summer camps are for the children of our Nation’s deployed servicemembers, in any service branch, including the National Guard and reserve components.  


This camp program, developed and administered by the National Military Family Association (NMFA), was made possible thanks to generous funding from Sears, as part of the Sears American Dream Campaign.  For more information on the Sears American Dream Campaign, please visit their website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.searsamericandream.com/"��http://www.searsamericandream.com/�.


 Camp registration is April 15, 2005 through May 15, 2005. Program information and downloadable application materials will be available at





http://www.nmfa.org/
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Military Liaison
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